SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES

Discovering the Jreasyres of the Word

The goal of this lesson is to teach you how to look at and begin to study a text of
Scripture. Observation is a necessary part of Bible study, but can often be
overlooked or rushed through. Observation begins with reading through the chapter
and then reading and rereading it again and again! At this stage in our Bible study
you're noticing and then recording what God has put into the chapter. You're not
making any interpretations about what it means or how it applies to your life—that
will come later. Don’t rush through this lesson. Set aside time this week to peer into
the living and abiding word of God. You'll be glad you did!

I've included Chapter 8 at the end of this lesson so you can print it out and mark it

up if you'd like. I find it helps me see items more easily if I'm marking and noting

things as I go.

1. To begin, read through Chapter 8. Now, summarize the contents of Chapter 1.
This is not the time to be super detailed; instead, think of trying to tell a 4th

grader the contents of the chapter.

a. Summarize paragraph 1 (verses 1-3).

b. Summarize paragraph 2 (verses 4-6).

c. Summarize paragraph 3 (verses 7-13).

2. After reviewing the chapter and what you wrote for your summaries, ask
yourself: What is the main point of this chapter? How do all the details and
events reveal the main idea of the chapter? Record your answer below.
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Next, look for a verse in the chapter that best summarizes the entire contents
of the chapter. You might be tempted to choose your favorite verse here, but
please don't do that. Instead, consider which verse best sums up what’s in the
chapter. Write down the verse you chose here.

Now you're ready to title your chapter. Your 3-5 word title should reflect the
contents of the chapter. Remember, a title's purpose is to help you
remember what is in each chapter.

List what you learn about Jesus Christ and any references to “the Lord” in this
chapter. Be sure to list the verse reference with your answer.

Record what you learn about the word knowledge every time it's used in this
chapter.

Along with knowledge are things we know. What things we know in this
chapter?

The word idol is used frequently in this chapter. List what you learn each
time its used.

What do you learn about food and eating in this chapter? List what you learn,
along with the verse references to support your answer.
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10.

11.

12.
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Record what you learn about the conscience in this chapter.

The word weak is used frequently. Look for what kinds of things are weak
and what can contribute to its weakness. Be sure to include the verse
references with your answer.

What other things did you notice in this chapter that you thought were
interesting?

SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES | 3
Copyright©2011 Lisa Hughes



SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES

Discovering the Jreasyres of the Word

1 Corinthians Chapter 8

1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have
knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.

2 If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought
to know;
3 but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.

4 Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know
that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but
one.

5 For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed
there are many gods and many lords,

6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we
exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist
through Him.

7 However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed
to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their
conscience being weak is defiled.

8 But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if we do not
eat, nor the better if we do eat.
9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling

block to the weak.
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10 For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will
not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to
idols?

11 For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose
sake Christ died.

12 And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when
it is weak, you sin against Christ.

13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, | will never eat meat again,

so that I will not cause my brother to stumble.
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