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How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

Nothing could be more true! There is no better foundation for a believer than the rock-solid Word
of God. It's my prayer that your faith and love for the Lord will be strengthened as you study His
Word in these lessons. [ want your hunger for the Scriptures to grow as you study its truths. And
more than anything else, [ want you to know that you can live upon the Word of God.

Steadfastness, assurance, and hope are the characteristics of all those who build upon the
unshakeable foundation of the Word of God. That’s why I'm so thrilled you've found your way to
this Bible study. Our Bibles contain all the wisdom and guidance we’ll need for our daily life (2
Peter 1:3). God’s Word is one of the primary means God uses to strengthen our faith and sanctify
our hearts. That’s why it’s so important to dig in to the details of the Scriptures and mine the
treasures tucked away for us there.

Scripture Paths Bible Studies are in-depth, inductive studies of the Scriptures. Each lesson
endeavors to teach you how to feed yourself when you delve into God’s Word. As you spend time
on each lesson you will grow in Bible knowledge and understanding, learn how to apply the
Scriptures to your life, and become more firmly convinced than ever that God’s Word is
authoritative, complete, without error, and sufficient for your life.

HELPFUL THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE
STUDIES:

1. Purposefully prepared. Each lesson has a unique goal, whether it’s to train you in the art of
studying the Scriptures or to showcase the point of the passage. None of it is busywork—it’s
lifework for our souls.

2. Plan ahead. Adding a Bible study to an already busy life takes preparation. You'll need to
figure out when you can complete your lessons. Do you like to set aside bits of time each day to
work on the lesson or do you prefer to do it all in one sitting? Try experimenting with a method
that works best for you.

3. Persevere. Keep going to the Lord for wisdom, for strength, and the desire to press on when
life gets busy and you find it difficult to finish your lessons.

4. Pray. Ask the Lord to transform you through the study of His Word. Use your study time to
get to know the Lord better.
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5. Prompt your memory. Try to glean little nuggets of truth or application from each lesson,
and then share them with someone. This will help solidify what you're learning and encourage
someone else too.

6. Put it into practice. Nearly every lesson has questions for you to apply to your life. To study
just to study is not our goal. Studying to grow in our understanding of the Scriptures, of the Lord,
and how to live lives honoring to Him is what we’re aiming at. Look for opportunities to apply
God’s Word.

There are treasures upon the surface of the Word which we may pick up very
readily: even the casual reader will find himself able to understand the simplicities and
elements of the gospel of God; but the Word of God yields most to the digger.
~Charles Spurgeon
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THE GOAL AND PURPOSE OF THIS BIBLE STUDY

John Calvin wrote, “We owe to the Scripture the same reverence which we owe to God, because it
has proceeded from Him alone, and has nothing of man mixed with it.” It’s that premise which
propels me to write and study the Bible for myself and for anyone else who wants to study along
with me. God has revealed Himself in the pages of Scripture. The Bible is complete and
authoritative and contains everything we need to live for His glory. It’s in the study of the
Scriptures that we grow in our knowledge of God and are transformed into His likeness. A
commitment to lean on and live in God’s Word is a distinguishing characteristic of a Christian as
Jesus explained to a crowd of His followers in John 8:31-32: “If you continue in My word, then you
are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

Because all “Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work”
(2 Tim. 3:16) we study inductively in order to glean as much as we can from the Word of God.
Inductive Bible study consists of observation, interpretation, and application. Simply put,
observation is noticing what the author is saying; interpretation is finding out what he means; and
application is utilizing those truths to your life.

As you study this book of the Bible it is my prayer that you will grow in your commitment to the
Word of God as the source of life and godliness, and you will accept it not as the word of men, but
for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe (1 Thess.
2:13). As a young man Jonathan Edwards (one of America’s most famous theologians and
preachers) made a list of resolutions he desired, by God’s grace, to do his best to live by. One of
those commitments is resolution #28: “Resolved, to study the Scriptures so steadily, constantly
and frequently, as that I may find, and plainly perceive myself to grow in the knowledge of the
same.” May you see the study of God’s Word making such a difference in your life that you bear the
fruit of wisdom, knowledge, godly conduct, that you overcome sin and grow daily in your love for
Christ.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
Lisa Hughes
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How To USE THIS STUDY

Feel free to tailor this study to your needs. Some have found it works best for them to complete
the lesson in one sitting, while others find that breaking up the lesson by answering a few
questions each day works the best for them. Try experimenting with different ways to complete
each lesson, you'll soon discover what works for you and produces the most spiritual benefit.

Some of the lessons have what I call “Eager Beaver” questions. They’re rabbit-trail questions. They
don’t really fit with the theme of the passage, but they’re interesting nonetheless. They’re there for
your enjoyment and growth.

Another feature of the Bible studies is the opportunity to do word studies. Whenever [ want you to
study a word further I'll include the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance number with it. The Strong’s
number is basically a reference number attached to most words found in the Bible. That number
allows you to search for it in different reference works easily—even when you don’t know Hebrew
or Greek. I explain how to use those resources in an Addendum at the end of the study. These tools
are valuable for any Bible study student, yet not mandatory for completing these lessons.

If you're new to studying the Bible then you may feel a bit overwhelmed, but [ want to encourage
you to stick with the study. Studying the Bible takes planning on your part and commitment, but
the spiritual blessing and personal growth in Christ makes any “hardship” worth it. Remember,
the goal of studying the Bible is that you would grow more in Christ, so start each lesson with a
time of prayer asking the Lord for wisdom and His grace to study His Word, then continue to seek
the Lord as you complete the lesson.

If you're a leader and you’re introducing this study to your ladies for the first time, be sure to
encourage them a lot! Though each lesson was written to achieve a specific purpose, you may find
your ladies would fare best if they take two weeks to complete each lesson. If that’s the case, feel
free to do so. You want the ladies to enjoy studying God’s Word, so keep encouraging them. Pray
together, memorize a chapter out of the book, and dig in to each lesson. As you work on the
lessons each week you will all gain a clearer picture of our great God, His will for us, and how to
live for Him.

And what could be better than that?

Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore, my soul observes them.
The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.
I opened my mouth wide and panted, for I longed for Your commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me, after Your manner with those who love Your name.
Establish my footsteps in Your word, and do not let any iniquity have dominion over me.
Psalm 119:129-133
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Begin with prayer, asking God to show you how His Word fits together. Ask Him to reveal the
gems of His Word as you approach it. Pray for a clear mind and the ability to see the truths in
His Word.

1. Read straight through the chapter using the Bible Text Handout. This will show you the
flow of the chapter. Mark words or phrases by creating a symbol or using a certain
colored pencil every time it appears. This will enable you to see at a glance how often a
word is used in the chapter or note a progression of thought. God, Jesus Christ, Holy
Spirit are always key words. Mark repeated words or phrases. Mark any other words that
seem important to the chapter or are strongly emphasized.

2. Next, /ist the phrase containing the key words on a separate sheet of paper. This step will
allow you to pull together the information you noted from marking the key words. Be sure
to cite the verse references when you list your key word information. For example, in
James chapter 1, with God as your key word you would begin to make a list of the
information you discovered every time God is mentioned in James. For Chapter 1, it
would start with a list like this: Vs. 1-—James, a bond-servant of God or God has bond-
servants Vs. 5—ask God for wisdom. Vs. 5—God gives wisdom generously, without

reproach.

3. Mark any commands that are listed in the chapter and any actions that are required of the
reader.

4. Now, list them on your separate sheet of paper in the same way you did for the key
words.

5. Mark words or phrases that are being compared. Words like as, likewise, in the same

manner, or like will help you find these words or phrases.

6. Mark contrasting words: light/dark, love/hate; the word “but.” Look for phrases or
thoughts that are being contrasted.

7. Now list what you discovered from the comparisons and contrasts on the extra paper
you’ve been using or at the side or bottom of the Bible Text Handout.

! This process for Bible study originated from the Precept Inductive Bible Studies method.
Through the years, other people have adapted it or come up with similar methods on their own,
just as I have for my studies. The method and process of observation in Bible study does God
honor, as we stop, observe, and consider every one of His recorded Words, in their context,
during Bible study.



10.

Mark transition terms: therefore, for, wherefore, finally. Sometimes an author has his
own kind of transition term that lets you know he is making a switch to a new topic, so be
sure to look for those kinds of terms.

Mark expressions of time. Look for words like shortly, quickly, soon, for a little while.

Look for lists of words, phrases, or related thoughts. Number the lists within the Bible
text, then record your list out to the side in the margin or on a separate sheet of paper.
This will help you see the thought progression of the author or the results of some action.
For example, in James 1:5-6 we find a list about how God responds when we ask him for
wisdom. We discover 1) He gives wisdom generously; 2) He gives wisdom without
reproach; 3) He desires that we ask in faith, without doubting. Be sure to mark or write
down any “nuggets” you observed which you thought were interesting.

Remember, the purpose of this lesson is to observe and take note of what is in this chapter. You
aren’t making any interpretations or applications to your life at this time. Your task at this stage
is to look for the treasures that God has put in the chapter.



How To Do a Word Study

There’s a couple ways you can do this. You can do your Bible word study using the internet
or a Bible program like Logos. There are quite a few good Bible study websites available on

the internet like www.net.bible.org; www.blueletterbible.org; www.biblestudytools.com; or

www.biblegateway.com. Each site is set up a little different but you should find a section on
“word studies” for each of them.

Or you can do your Bible word study in the time-honored tradition of using books! Below
you'll find a step-by-step guide in how to do a word study from the Bible.

Starting with the basics
You will need an Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible [Strong’s or Holman’s] that matches the

Bible you study out of — like NASB or KJV. Then you will need Vine’s Expository Dictionary
of Biblical Words.

Now what?

1. In the main part of the Concordance find the word you wish to define. Example:
consider from Hebrews 3:1.

2. Write down the number assigned to it. You will need this number for the dictionary.
In our example consider from Hebrews 3:1 1s Greek word #2657.

3. Now flip to the back of the Concordance. This section of the concordance is divided
into Hebrew words from the Old Testament and Greek words from the New
Testament. You will need to make sure you are in the Greek section so you can find
#2657. Once you locate the right number then you can see the Greek spelling of the
word as well as the English transliteration of the word. You will need to write down
the English transliteration of the word [for our example it 1s katanoeo. You will also
find a short definition of the word here in the concordance.

2657 KATAVOEW [katanoeo /kat-an-0-eh-0/] v. From 2596 and 3539; TDNT 4:973;
TDNTA 636; GK 2917; 14 occurrences; AV translates as “consider” seven times,
“behold” four times, “perceive” twice, and “discover” once. 1 to perceive, remark,
observe, understand. 2 to consider attentively, fix one’s eyes or mind upon.

4. Now you are ready to look up your word in Vine’s Dictionary of Biblical Words. Make
sure you are in the Greek section if you are looking up New Testament words or the
Hebrew section if you are looking up Old Testament words. Go to the back of the
dictionary and look up your word using the English transliteration of the word, in
our example it is katanoeo. This step will show you the different English words the
Greek word has been translated into. For example: katanoeo has been translated into
behold, consider, discover, or perceive.



5. Now, look up the English version of the word. In our example we look up consider.
Find the right definition for the word by checking the English transliteration and the
Strong’s number assigned to it. Check to make sure that the Greek number is the
same and then read away. Remember, that context is what gives a word its meaning
and variation of meaning. The dictionary will supply you with all the meanings and
translations of the word and how it is used differently in different verses.

CONSIDER [from Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words]

1. eidon (Aor. of 6pAw, 3708), used as the aorist tense of korao, “to see,” is translated
“to consider” in Acts 15:6, of the gathering of the apostles and elders regarding the question
of circumcision in relation to the gospel.

2. suneidon (OUVEIDW, 4894), sun, with, and No. 1, used as the aorist tense of sunorao, to
see with one view, to be aware, conscious, as the result of mental perception, is translated
“considered” in Acts 12:12, of Peter’s consideration of the circumstances of his deliverance
from. See KNOW, PRIVY.

3. katamanthano (KATAPNAVOAVW, 2648), lit., “to learn thoroughly” (kata, “down,”
intensive, manthano, “to learn”), hence, “to note accurately, consider well,” is used in the
Lord’s exhortation to “consider” the lilies. Matt. 6:28.9

4. noeo (VOIEW, 3539), “to perceive with the mind” (nous), “think about, ponder,” is
translated “consider,” only in Paul’s exhortation to Timothy in 2 Tim. 2:7. See PERCEIVE,
THINK, UNDERSTAND.

5. katanoeo (KATAVOEW, 2657), “to perceive clearly” (kata, intensive, and No. 4), “to
understand fully, consider closely,” is used of not “considering” thoroughly the beam in
one’s own eye, Matt. 7:3 and Luke 6:41 (KJv, “perceivest”); of carefully “considering” the
ravens, Luke 12:24; the lilies, v. 27; of Peter’s full “consideration” of his vision, Acts 11:6;
of Abraham’s careful “consideration” of his own body, and Sarah’s womb, as dead, and yet
accepting by faith God’s promise, Rom. 4:19 (RV); of “considering” fully the Apostle and
High Priest of our confession, Heb. 3:1; of thoughtfully “considering” one another to
provoke unto love and good works, Heb. 10:24. It is translated by the verbs “behold,” Acts
7:31-32; Jas. 1:23-24; “perceive,” Luke 20:23; “discover,” Acts 27:39. See BEHOLD,
DISCOVER, PERCEIVE.

6. logizomai (AoyiCopal, 3049) signifies “to take account of,” 2 Cor. 10:7 (RV,
“consider,” KJV, “think”), the only place where the RV translates it “consider.” See
ACCOUNT.

Companion Volumes
Vincent’s Word Studies in the New Testament. This is arranged by book and moves through the
text explaining and defining key words along the way.

Wuest’s Word Studies in the Greek New Testament. Wuest died before he finished all the New
Testament, but what is completed is a treasure for word studies. This is arranged in the
same way as Vincent’s book is arranged.
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orinthians Part One
Eﬁsg@%, #E.g Introduction to the Book

Read through the book of 1 Corinthians two times before answering the questions
below. Even though we're only going to tackle chapters 1-8 this year, it's important
to take the time to read through the whole book before beginning this lesson. Ask
the Lord to help you maintain interest and diligence.

Using only the text of 1 Corinthians, try fo answer the following
questions. Be sure to note the Scripture references to show where you
found your answer from the Bible. At this point in the lesson you may
not be able to answer every question using only your Bible. You will
have an opportunity at the end of this lesson to come back and
complete your answers using other Bible study sources.

1. Who wrote the book?

2. To whom was it written?

3. When was it written?

4. Where was it written?

5. What's the general tone of the author in the book?
6. What's the author’s purpose in writing this book?
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12.
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What topics are included in this book?

What are the key words of the book? Key words are words that are repeated
or carry an important thought.

What are the main themes of the book? A theme is the main idea, the overall
message.

List 5 attributes of God that you see in this book. Attributes are those
characteristics or qualities that are true of Him. They describe who He is.

List 5 attributes of Christ that you see in this book.

Now you can go back and add to your answers above using a Bible
dictionary or Bible commentary.

What insights have you gained thus far into the book of 1 Corinthians?

What's one verse in the book that has caught your attention? How did it
encourage or convict you, or make you want to study and think about it
more?
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Lesson #2, C

The goal of this lesson is to teach you how to look at and begin to study a text of
Scripture. Observation is a necessary part of Bible study, but can often be
overlooked or rushed through. Observation begins with reading through the chapter
and then reading and rereading it again and again! At this stage in our Bible study
you're noticing and then recording what God has put into the chapter. You're not
making any interpretations about what it means or how it applies to your life—that
will come later. Don’t rush through this lesson. Set aside time this week to peer into
the living and abiding word of God. You'll be glad you did!

I've included Chapter 1 at the end of this lesson so you can print it out and mark it

up if you'd like. I find it helps me see items more easily if 'm marking and noting
things as I go.

1. To begin, read through Chapter 1. Now, summarize the contents of Chapter 1.
This is not the time to be super detailed; instead, think of trying to tell a 4th
grader the contents of the chapter.

a. Summarize paragraph 1 (verses 1-3).

b. Summarize paragraph 2 (verses 4-9).

c. Summarize paragraph 3 (verses 10-17).

d. Summarize paragraph 4 (verses 18-25).

e. Summarize paragraph 5 (verses 26-31).
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After reviewing the chapter and what you wrote for your summaries, ask
yourself: What is the main point of this chapter? How do all these details and
events reveal the main idea of the chapter? Record your answer below.

Next, look for a verse in the chapter that best summarizes the contents of the
chapter. You might be tempted to choose your favorite verse here, but please
don't do that. Instead, consider which verse best sums up what’s in the
chapter. Write down the verse you chose here.

Now you're ready to title your chapter. Your 3-5 word title should reflect the
contents of the chapter. Remember, a title’s purpose is to help you remember
what is in each chapter.

List the things God did in this chapter. Be sure to list the verse reference with
your answer. Your answer might look like this: God called Paul as an apostle
(verse 1).

List five things you learn about Jesus Christ in this chapter. Be sure to list the
verse reference with your answer.
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What do you learn about the Corinthians in this chapter? Be sure to list the
verse reference with your answers.

What do you learn about the wisdom of man versus the wisdom of God in this
chapter? Be sure to include the verse references with your answer.

What do you learn about the foolishness of man versus the foolishness of God
in this chapter? Be sure to include the verse references with your answer.

Write down at least one thing you thought was interesting from this chapter.
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1 Corinthians Chapter 1

1Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and
Sosthenes our brother,
2To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in
Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4| thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was
given you in Christ Jesus,
5that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge,
6even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you,
7so0 that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord
Jesus Christ,
8who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
9God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

10Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made
complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.
11For | have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that

there are quarrels among you.
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12Now | mean this, that each one of you is saying, “l am of Paul,” and “I of
Apollos,” and “| of Cephas,” and “| of Christ.”
13Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul?
141 thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,
15s0 that no one would say you were baptized in my name.
16Now | did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know
whether | baptized any other.
17For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in
cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.

18For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
19For it is written, “| will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the cleverness of
the clever | will set aside.”
20Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to
know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe.
22For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;
23but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles

foolishness,
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24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God.
25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God
is stronger than men.

26For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;
27but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and
God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are
strong,
28and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things
that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,
29so0 that no man may boast before God.
30But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,

31so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
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Les

napter 1:1-g

Paul opens this epistle in his customary way. What information does he
provide about himself that he considers important for the Corinthians to
know? See verse 1.

What do you learn about who an apostle was and what he did from the
following verses? See Luke 6:12-16; Mark 3:14-15; Acts 1:21-22; Galatians
1:1; 1 Timothy 2:7.

Paul says he was called by the will of God. How would that knowledge give
Paul courage and determination in light of the many trials and persecutions
he endured?

God didn't call you as an apostle, but His will is specific for you too. What are
some aspects of your life you know to be clearly ordained as the will of God?
See Matthew 22:35-38; Romans 12:1-2; Galatians 5:14; 1 Thessalonians 4:3;
1 Peter 2:15.

a. What are some other specific ways you live out God's will in your life?
For example: not being anxious, being faithful in your marriage.
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How does knowing God's will for you bring peace in the midst of the many
distractions, pressures, and choices found in the world?

Not much is known about the Sosthenes named here in verse one. There is a
Sosthenes mentioned in Acts 18:17 who was a ruler in the synagogue in
Corinth, but whether these men are one and the same cannot be determined.
Yet what do we know for sure about the Sosthenes of verse 1?

Who was Paul writing to (verse 2)? What details do we learn about the
recipients of his letter in verse two?

What does it mean to be sanctified [Strong's #37]? Now look up 1 Corinthians
6:11; Ephesians 5:26; 2 Timothy 2:21 for further insight into what this word
means.

Every believer has been called by God to be a saint, but what does that mean?
Look up saint [Strong's #40]. The first usage of the word saint in the Bible is
found in Psalm 16:3, then in Psalm 34:9. How do those verses, along with
Ephesians 2:19, give you insight into what it means to be called to be a saint?

How does that name-saint-affect your thinking and how you live your life for
the Lord?
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After Paul's greeting, he gives the Corinthian believers a special benediction.
What is it (verse 3)?

When we desire someone to receive God's grace, what is it that we hope for
them? See Psalm 84:11; Romans 5:20-21; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians
12:9; Ephesians 2:7; Hebrews 4:16.

When we desire someone to receive peace from God, what is it that we hope
for them as well? See Psalm 29:11; [saiah 26:3; Luke 1:79; John 14:27;
Ephesians 2:17-18.

A blessing like this in verse 3 sums up all the good things we desire for others
to have. How can you use this blessing or a similar one in your life this week?

Grace! tis a charming sound, harmonious to the ear; Heav’n with the echo
shall resound and all the earth shall hear.

"Twas grace that wrote my name in life’s eternal book; *twas grace that gave
me to the Lamb, who all my sorrows took.

Grace taught my wand’ring feet to tread the heav’nly road; and new supplies
each hour I meet, while pressing on to God.

Grace taught my soul to pray, and made mine eyes o’er-flow; *twas grace
which kept me to this day, and will not let me go.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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O let Thy grace inspire my soul with strength divine; may all my pow’rs to
Thee aspire, and all my days be Thine.

Chorus: Saved by grace alone! This is all my plea; Jesus died for all mankind,
and Jesus died for me.

~Philip Doddridge and Augustus Toplady'

What was Paul thankful for concerning the Corinthians in verse 4?

How did Paul see the grace of God at work in the Corinthians' lives according
to verse 57

What happened as the Corinthians exhibited God's work in their lives? See
verse 6. For another example of this work see 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10.

What else do we discover about the grace bestowed upon the Corinthians
according to verse 77

What kinds of gifts was Paul referring to? See 1 Corinthians 12:4-11;
Ephesians 4:7-13; 1 Peter 4:10-11.

1 Kenneth W. Osbeck, Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Daily Devotions
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel Publications, 1990), 171.
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20.  What will Christ do when He is revealed according to verse 8?

21.  Inlight of Paul's comments in verse 8, why is Paul's reminder about God's
faithfulness in verse 9 helpful?

22.  And what did that faithful God do for the Corinthians-and for every believer
(verse 9)?

23. What does the word fellowship [Strong's #2842] mean? Also look up 2
Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1; 3:10; 1 John 1:3, 6 to gain further insight
into this word's meaning.

24.  Kenneth Osbeck states, “An intimate fellowship with our Lord should
produce at least three basic differences in our living: More humility—a
greater realization of our finiteness and the need for dependence upon God;
More happiness—a realization that this life has purpose and dignity as we
represent God. And then a promised eternity in heaven with our Lord; More
holiness—a greater desire to be a worthy representative for God and to live a
life of absolute purity.”? And it is this kind of fellowship with Jesus Christ to
which you have been called. This is God's purpose for you. To what degree are
you making this a priority in your life?

2 Ibid, 288.
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a. What things hinder you from maintaining sweet fellowship with
Jesus?

b. What are some specific ways you can protect and promote your
fellowship with the Lord?

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; what a
blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; O
how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.

What have | to dread, what have 1 to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? |
have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.

Chorus: Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
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Review chapter 1 before beginning this lesson.

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

6.

After encouraging the Corinthians in the opening verses of the book, what
does Paul intend to do next according to the beginning of verse 10?

What does exhort (ESV and NIV appeal; NK]JV plead [Strong's #3870]) mean?

When Paul adds by the name of our Lord Jesus to his exhortation in verse 10
what is he communicating when he uses that phrase?

What is it that Paul so earnestly desires to convey to the Corinthians in verse
10?

The reason for Paul's exhortation in verse 10 is now revealed in verse 11.
What did Paul hear about the Corinthians (verse 11)?

What kinds of quarrels and divisions were popping up among the
Corinthians according to verses 12-13?
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7. Verse 12 reveals that besides Jesus Christ, there were three men who had
built into the lives of the Corinthians in some way. We know Paul lived and
taught in Corinth about a year and a half, though Peter's (Cephas') influence
among the Corinthians is unknown. We do know something more about
Apollos' ministry to the Corinthians. Look up the following verses and tell us
what you learn: Acts 18:24-28; 1 Cor. 3:5-7; 16:12; Titus 3:13.

8. How could quarrels and divisions like the ones described in verses 11-13 get
started?
9. Could anything like that happen at your church? How?

10.  The way to overcome or prevent divisions and quarrels is found in verse 13.
How does Paul begin to bring the Corinthians around to right thinking in
verse 137

11.  How are those insightful questions in verse 13 helpful for us when we are
tempted to polarize and prefer one leader over another?

“Humility is the secret of fellowship, and pride the secret of division.” ~R. C.
Chapman'

1 Robert C. Chapman, Choice Sayings, Gospel Tract Publications: Glasgow, Scotland,
1988. Pg. 86.
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Being able to say the Apostle Paul had baptized you surely would have
catapulted you into celebrity status and it seemed that some were boasting
about it. Yet what is Paul's attitude toward it in verses 14-177?

Corinth was a city that seemed to thrive off of man's wisdom and it would
have been tempting for any preacher to win the Corinthians with powerful
arguments refuting their beliefs and way of life, instead how did Paul come to
them according to verse 177

What was his reasoning for this kind of preaching according to verse 177 See
also 1 Cor. 2:1-4.

Paul's focus to preach the gospel without relying on man's wisdom or
eloquence was founded upon what fact? See verse 18.

What did Paul know and emphatically believe about God's word? See Jer.
23:29; 1 Pet. 1:24-25.

How can those same truths help us the next time we are talking with
someone about Christ?
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20.

21.
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When we're sharing the gospel with someone we need to remember Paul's
example-that the simplicity of the gospel message is more powerful than
carefully packaged sermons or artful logic leading someone to Christ. Can
logic and apologetics save someone? Can arguments about social issues save
someone? Can a presentation of the inaccuracies of evolution save someone?
Can emotional appeals save someone?

a. Atthe root of our conversation must be our firm conviction that a
person can only be saved by hearing the simple message of the gospel
of Jesus Christ. What can save us? Explain the essential truths of the
gospel message here. Consider Acts 17:30-31; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Eph. 2:4-
10; Titus 2:11-14 as you form your answer.

What are some dangers of placing your faith in the wisdom of man to win
others to Christ? See 1:17, 18, 31; 2:5 to get started.

What do you learn about God's wisdom versus man's wisdom in verses 19-
21?

What is God's purpose for His kind of wisdom according to verse 21?

Are you well-pleased with God's “foolish” message of salvation? Is there any
way you need to adjust your thinking to see God's “foolish” message as wise?
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He [Paul] did not depend upon mere human oratory or rhetoric, but on the power of
the Holy Spirit enabling him in all simplicity to present to the people a crucified, risen,
ascended, and returning Christ, that all hearts might be taken up with Him and men be
brought to put their trust in Him. That is the thing that unifies. As Christ is presented to
the hearts of God's people they are drawn to Him, they are occupied with Him, their
glorious Head.”

How foolish then, how wicked it would be of us, if we should simply entertain you
when we know, as Archibald Brown once said, “There is only the thickness of your
ribs between your souls and hell.” How guilty before God we should be if we sought
the admiration and praise of our hearers instead of endeavoring to bring them face
to face with their sins before God and seeking to get them to flee to the cross for
refuge.’

2 Harry A. Ironside, I Corinthians, Loizeaux Brothers: New Jersey, 1938 first printing,
1973 eleventh printing. Pgs. 52-53.
3 Ibid. Pgs. 56-57.
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M ‘@%%E* i1e22-31

Please read chapter 1 again before beginning this lesson. Make sure you spend some
time in prayer, asking the Lord to teach you from His Word.

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

Our lesson begins in the middle of a paragraph, so let's review a bit to refresh
our minds. What do we learn about the gospel message from verses 18-21?

a. What contrasts are made about wisdom and