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2 Peter 
Lesson #5, Chapter 2 Overview 

	
The	goal	of	this	lesson	is	to	teach	you	how	to	look	at	and	begin	to	study	a	text	of	
Scripture.	Observation	is	a	necessary	part	of	Bible	study,	but	can	often	be	
overlooked	or	rushed	through.	Observation	begins	with	reading	through	the	chapter	
and	then	reading	and	rereading	it	again	and	again!	At	this	stage	in	our	Bible	study	
you're	noticing	and	then	recording	what	God	has	put	into	the	chapter.	You're	not	
making	any	interpretations	about	what	it	means	or	how	it	applies	to	your	life—that	
will	come	later.	Don’t	rush	through	this	lesson.	Set	aside	time	this	week	to	peer	into	
the	living	and	abiding	word	of	God.	You’ll	be	glad	you	did!	
	
I’ve	included	Chapter	2	at	the	end	of	this	lesson	so	you	can	print	it	out	and	mark	it	
up	if	you’d	like.	I	find	it	helps	me	see	items	more	easily	if	I’m	marking	and	noting	
things	as	I	go.		
	
1. To	begin,	read	through	Chapter	2.	Now,	summarize	the	contents	of	Chapter	2.	

This	is	not	the	time	to	be	super	detailed;	instead,	think	of	trying	to	tell	a	4th	
grader	the	contents	of	the	chapter.	

	
a. Summarize	paragraph	1	(verses	1-3).	

	
	
	
	

b. Summarize	paragraph	2	(verses	4-16).	
	
	
	
	

c. Summarize	paragraph	3	(verses	17-22).	
	
	
	
	
2. After	reviewing	the	chapter	and	what	you	wrote	for	your	paragraph	

summaries,	ask	yourself:	What	is	the	main	point	of	this	chapter?	How	do	all	
these	details	and	events	reveal	the	main	idea	of	the	chapter?	Now	record	
your	answer.	
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3. Next,	look	for	a	verse	in	the	chapter	that	best	summarizes	the	contents	of	the	
chapter.	You	might	be	tempted	to	choose	your	favorite	verse	here,	but	please	
don’t	do	that.	Instead,	consider	which	verse	best	sums	up	what’s	in	the	
chapter.	Write	down	the	verse	you	chose	here.	

	
	
	
	
4. Now	you’re	ready	to	title	your	chapter.	Your	3-5	word	title	should	reflect	the	

contents	of	the	chapter.	Remember,	a	title’s	purpose	is	to	help	you	remember	
what	is	in	each	chapter.	

	
	
	
	
5. List	the	things	God	did	in	this	chapter.	Be	sure	to	list	the	verse	reference	with	

your	answers.	
	
	
	
	
6. List	what	you	learn	about	Jesus	Christ	in	this	chapter.	Be	sure	to	list	the	verse	

reference	to	support	your	answer.	
	
	
	
	
7. What	do	you	learn	about	false	teachers	in	this	chapter?	Be	sure	to	include	the	

verse	reference	that	supports	your	observations.	
	
	
	
	
8. There	are	some	very	interesting	comments	about	angels	in	this	chapter.	

What	do	you	learn	about	them?	Be	sure	to	include	the	verse	references	with	
your	answer.	

	
	
	
	
9. List	what	you	learn	about	those	whom	the	Lord	rescues,	spares,	preserves	in	

this	chapter.	Be	sure	to	cite	the	verse	references.	
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10. List	your	observations	about	Peter’s	references	to	different	kinds	of	weather	
or	natural	phenomenon	and	animals.	Don’t	forget	to	list	the	verse	references	
as	well;	this	keeps	us	looking	in	the	text	to	support	everything	we	say.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
11. Write	down	at	least	one	thing	you	thought	was	interesting	from	this	chapter.	
	
	
	

 
  

There’s	more	observations	to	be	found	to	this	chapter	than	what	I’ve	
asked	you	here.	If	you’re	eager	for	more,	try	looking	for	and	noting:	

• References	to	time	
• Repeated	words	
• Transition	words	like	“for,”	“therefore,”	“so,”	“finally.”	
• Commands	
• Comparisons		
• Contrasts	
• Lists	of	words,	phrases	or	related	thoughts	
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2 Peter Chapter 2 

1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also 

be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 

even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 

themselves.  

2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will 

be maligned;  

3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from 

long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.  

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell 

and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;  

5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of 

righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the 

ungodly;  

6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by 

reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live 

ungodly lives thereafter;  

7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of 

unprincipled men  

8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt 

his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),  

9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the 

unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,  
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10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise 

authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic 

majesties,  

11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling 

judgment against them before the Lord.  

12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be 

captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the 

destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,  

13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to 

revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, 

as they carouse with you,  

14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, 

having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;  

15 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of 

Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;  

16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, 

speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.  

17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom 

the black darkness has been reserved.  

18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by 

sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,  

19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by 

what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.  
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20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge 

of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are 

overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.  

21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 

than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to 

them.  

22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its 

own vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”  

 


