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2 Thessalonians 
Lesson #2, Chapter 1 Overview 

	
The	goal	of	this	lesson	is	to	teach	you	how	to	look	at	and	begin	to	study	a	text	of	
Scripture.	Observation	is	a	necessary	part	of	Bible	study,	but	can	often	be	
overlooked	or	rushed	through.	Observation	begins	with	reading	through	the	chapter	
and	then	reading	and	rereading	it	again	and	again!	At	this	stage	in	our	Bible	study	
you're	noticing	and	then	recording	what	God	has	put	into	the	chapter.	You're	not	
making	any	interpretations	about	what	it	means	or	how	it	applies	to	your	life—that	
will	come	later.	Don’t	rush	through	this	lesson.	Set	aside	time	this	week	to	peer	into	
the	living	and	abiding	word	of	God.	You’ll	be	glad	you	did!	
	
1. To	begin,	read	through	Chapter	1.	Now,	summarize	the	contents	of	Chapter	1.	

This	is	not	the	time	to	be	super	detailed;	instead,	think	of	trying	to	tell	a	4th	
grader	the	contents	of	the	chapter.	

	
a. Summarize	paragraph	1	(verses	1-2).	

	
	
	
	

b. Summarize	paragraph	2	(verses	3-8).	
	
	
	
	

c. Summarize	paragraph	3	(verses	9-12).	
	
	
	
	
2. After	reviewing	the	chapter	and	what	you	wrote	for	your	paragraph	

summaries,	ask	yourself:	What	is	the	main	point	of	this	chapter?	How	do	all	
these	details	and	events	reveal	the	main	idea	of	the	chapter?	Now	record	
your	answer.	

	
	
	
	
3. Next,	look	for	a	verse	in	the	chapter	that	best	summarizes	the	contents	of	the	

chapter.	You	might	be	tempted	to	choose	your	favorite	verse	here,	but	please	
don’t	do	that.	Instead,	consider	which	verse	best	sums	up	what’s	in	the	
chapter.	Write	down	the	verse	you	chose	here.	
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4. Now	you’re	ready	to	title	your	chapter.	Your	3-5	word	title	should	reflect	the	
contents	of	the	chapter.	Remember,	a	title’s	purpose	is	to	help	you	remember	
what	is	in	each	chapter.	

	
	
	
	
5. List	the	things	God	did	in	this	chapter.	Be	sure	to	list	the	verse	reference	with	

your	answers.	Your	answer	might	look	like	this:	God	gives	grace	and	peace	in	
verse	2.	

	
	
	
	
6. List	what	you	learn	about	Jesus	Christ	in	this	chapter.	Be	sure	to	list	the	verse	

reference	to	support	your	answer.	
	
	
	
	
7. What	do	you	learn	about	the	Thessalonians	in	this	chapter?	Be	sure	to	

include	the	verse	reference	that	supports	your	observations.	
	
	
	
	
8. What	do	you	learn	about	God’s	righteous	judgment	in	this	chapter?	Be	sure	

to	include	the	verse	references	with	your	answer.	
	
	
	
	
9. Write	down	at	least	one	thing	you	thought	was	interesting	from	this	chapter.	
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2 Thessalonians 1  

1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

2 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only 

fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you 

toward one another grows ever greater;  

4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for 

your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions 

which you endure.  

5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be 

considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.  

6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,  

7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus 

will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,  

8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not 

obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  

9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  

10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at 

among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed.  

11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of 

your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power,  
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12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, 

according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 


