SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES

Discovering the reasyres of the “Word

“hapter 6 Observation

The goal of this particular lesson is the foundation of all Bible study. It is the practice of
observing what's in the text. At this stage in our Bible study you're simply taking note and
then recording what God has put into the chapter. You're not making any interpretations
about what it means or how it applies to your life—that will come later. Don’t rush
through this lesson. Set aside time this week to peer into the living and abiding word of
God. You’ll be glad you did!

On the pages that follow you'll find the text of Chapter 6 in the New American Standard Bible
version. Use those pages to do this lesson. Feel free to make notes on the page or mark it up
as much as you like to help you do this lesson. Using the same Bible version to do this lesson
will cut down on any confusion that would arise if we were all using different versions of the
Bible when we get together for class discussion.

1. To begin, read through Chapter 6. Now, summarize the contents of Chapter 6.
This is not the time to be super detailed; instead, think of trying to tell a 4th grader
the contents of the chapter.

a. Summarize paragraph 1 (verses 1-8).

b. Summarize paragraph 2 (verses 9-12).

c. Summarize paragraph 3 (verses 13-20).

2. After reviewing the chapter and what you wrote for your summaries, ask yourself:
What is the main point of this chapter? What is the connecting thought that moves
from paragraph 1 through to paragraph 3? Record your answer below.
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Now you're ready to title your chapter. Your 3-5 word title should reflect the
contents of the chapter. Remember, a title's purpose is to help you remember what
is in each chapter.

On the Hebrews Bible Text handout mark key words. God, Jesus Christ, Holy
Spirit are always key words. Start with these first. Then mark words or phrases
that are repeated at least 3 times. Mark any other words that seem important to the
chapter or are strongly emphasized.

This is the fun part! Mark words or phrases by creating a symbol or using a certain colored
pencil every time it appears. This will enable you to see at a glance how often a word is used in
the chapter or note a progression of thought.

Next, list the phrase containing the key words on a separate sheet of paper. This
step will allow you to pull together the information you noted from marking the
key words. Be sure to cite the verse references when you list your key word
information.

For example, with God as your key word, you would begin to make a list of the
information you discovered every time God is mentioned in Hebrews Chapter 6.
Use the Chapter 6 text on the following pages to look for your answers. List on
your separate sheet of paper every time God and any pronouns referring to Him
are used in Hebrews Chapter 6. Be sure to include the verse reference of where
you found this information. Then include the details that you learn about Him. For
example: vs. 1—repentance from dead works and of faith toward God.

Mark any commands that are listed in the chapter and any actions that are required
of the reader.

Now, list the commands on your separate sheet of paper in the same way you did
for the key words.

Mark words or phrases that are being compared or contrasted. Words like as,
likewise, in the same manner, or like will help you find words or phrases being
compared. Contrasting words like “light/dark” or “love/hate” and the word “but”
will help you find words or phrases that are being contrasted.

Now list what you discovered about comparisons and contrasts on the extra paper
you’ve been using.
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Mark transition terms: therefore, wherefore, finally. Sometimes an author has his
own kind of transition term that lets you know he is making a switch to a new
topic, so be sure to look for those kinds of terms. (Generally, these are at the
beginning of a paragraph.)

Mark expressions of time—words like shortly, quickly, soon, for a little while.

Mark words that are synonyms of each other. For example: Jesus, Apostle, High
Priest from 3:1.

List any attributes of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit that you notice in this chapter
and add them to your list paper.

How to identify attributes: Look back over the list you compiled about God and
identify any of His attributes that you may see. Identifying attributes is easy when
you differentiate between what God is doing versus who He is. Begin your
attribute statements with God is...and then finish the sentence. List the verse that
identified that particular characteristic for you. For clarity’s sake you may want to
explain why you identified that particular attribute as shown in the examples. For
example: vs. 1—God is trustworthy since we can put our faith in Him.

Look for lists of words, phrases, or related thoughts in the chapter text. Number
any lists you find within the Bible text, then write out your list to the side in the
margin or on a separate sheet of paper of the Hebrews Chapter 4 Bible text. This
step will help you see the thought progression of the author or the results of some
action.

For example, in Hebrews 1:1-2 we find a list about God speaking. We discover 1)
God spoke long ago; 2) God spoke to the fathers; 3) God spoke through the
prophets; 4) God spoke through the prophets in many portions; 5) God spoke
through the prophets in many ways; 6) and now in these last days God has
spoken; 7) God has spoken to us; and 8) God has spoken to us in His Son.

Write down at least one thing that you thought was interesting in this chapter that
you can’t wait to share.
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Remember, the purpose of this lesson is to observe and take note of the contents of the
chapter. You are not making any interpretations or applications to your life at this time. Your
task at this time is to simply look for the treasures that God has put in each chapter. Have fun
digging into God's Word!

Sailors throw their anchors downwards; we throw ours upwards. Their anchor goes within
the veil of the waters into the deeps of the sea; ours goes within the veil of glory, into the
heights of heaven, where Jesus sits at the right hand of God: “within the veil.”!

Charles H. Spurgeon, Spurgeon’s Sermons. Volume 42, electronic ed., Logos Library
System (Albany, OR: Ages Software, 1998).
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Hebrews Chapter 6

1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press
on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and
of faith toward God,
2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of
the dead and eternal judgment.
3 And this we will do, if God permits.
4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of
the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,
5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,
6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance,
since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open
shame.
7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation
useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God;
8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and
it ends up being burned.

9 But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and
things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way.
10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have
shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.
11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize

the full assurance of hope until the end,
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12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.

13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by
no one greater, He swore by Himself,
14 saying, “I will surely bless you and | will surely multiply you.”
15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.
16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given
as confirmation is an end of every dispute.
17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise
the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,
18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we
who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the
hope set before us.
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast
and one which enters within the vell,
20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest

forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
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