SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES

Discovering the Jreasyres of the “Word
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The goal of this particular lesson is the foundation of all Bible study. It is the practice of
observing what's in the text. At this stage in our Bible study you're simply taking note and
then recording what God has put into the chapter. You're not making any interpretations
about what it means or how it applies to your life—that will come later. Don’t rush
through this lesson. Set aside time this week to peer into the living and abiding word of
God. You’ll be glad you did!

On the pages that follow you'll find the text of Chapter 7 in the New American Standard Bible
version. Use those pages to do this lesson. Feel free to make notes on the page or mark it up
as much as you like to help you do this lesson. Using the same Bible version to do this lesson
will cut down on any confusion that would arise if we were all using different versions of the
Bible when we get together for class discussion.

1. To begin, read through Chapter 7. Now, summarize the contents of Chapter 7.
This is not the time to be super detailed; instead, think of trying to tell a 4th grader
the contents of the chapter.

a. Summarize paragraph 1 (verses 1-3).

b. Summarize paragraph 2 (verses 4-10).

c. Summarize paragraph 3 (verses 11-22).

d. Summarize paragraph 4 (verses 23-25).

e. Summarize paragraph 5 (verses 26-28).
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After reviewing the chapter and what you wrote for your summaries, ask yourself:
What is the main point of this chapter? What is the connecting thought that moves
from paragraph 1 through to paragraph 5? Record your answer below.

Now you're ready to title your chapter. Your 3-5 word title should reflect the
contents of the chapter. Remember, a title's purpose is to help you remember what
is in each chapter.

On the Hebrews Bible Text handout mark key words. God, Jesus Christ, Holy
Spirit are always key words. Start with these first. Then mark words or phrases
that are repeated at least 3 times. Mark any other words that seem important to the
chapter or are strongly emphasized.

This is the fun part! Mark words or phrases by creating a symbol or using a certain colored
pencil every time it appears. This will enable you to see at a glance how often a word is used in
the chapter or note a progression of thought.

Next, list the phrase containing the key words on a separate sheet of paper. This
step will allow you to pull together the information you noted from marking the
key words. Be sure to cite the verse references when you list your key word
information.

For example, with God as your key word, you would begin to make a list of the
information you discovered every time God is mentioned in Hebrews Chapter 7.
Use the Chapter 7 text on the following pages to look for your answers. List on
your separate sheet of paper every time God and any pronouns referring to Him
are used in Hebrews Chapter 7. Be sure to include the verse reference of where
you found this information. Then include the details that you learn about Him. For
example: vs. 1—Melchizedek...priest of the Most High God.

Mark any commands that are listed in the chapter and any actions that are required
of the reader.

Now, list the commands on your separate sheet of paper in the same way you did
for the key words.
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Mark words or phrases that are being compared or contrasted. Words like as,
likewise, in the same manner, or like will help you find words or phrases being
compared. Contrasting words like “light/dark” or “love/hate” and the word “but”
will help you find words or phrases that are being contrasted.

Now list what you discovered about comparisons and contrasts on the extra paper
you’ve been using.

Mark transition terms: therefore, wherefore, finally. Sometimes an author has his
own kind of transition term that lets you know he is making a switch to a new
topic, so be sure to look for those kinds of terms. (Generally, these are at the
beginning of a paragraph.)

Mark expressions of time—words like shortly, quickly, soon, for a little while.

Mark words that are synonyms of each other. For example: Jesus, Apostle, High
Priest from 3:1.

List any attributes of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit that you notice in this chapter
and add them to your list paper.

How to identify attributes: Look back over the list you compiled about God and
identify any of His attributes that you may see. Identifying attributes is easy when
you differentiate between what God is doing versus who He is. Begin your
attribute statements with God is...and then finish the sentence. List the verse that
identified that particular characteristic for you. For clarity’s sake you may want to
explain why you identified that particular attribute as shown in the examples. For
example: vs. 1—God is unique, mighty, above all.

Look for lists of words, phrases, or related thoughts in the chapter text. Number
any lists you find within the Bible text, then write out your list to the side in the
margin or on a separate sheet of paper of the Hebrews Chapter 4 Bible text. This
step will help you see the thought progression of the author or the results of some
action.

For example, in Hebrews 1:1-2 we find a list about God speaking. We discover 1)
God spoke long ago; 2) God spoke to the fathers; 3) God spoke through the
prophets; 4) God spoke through the prophets in many portions; 5) God spoke
through the prophets in many ways; 6) and now in these last days God has
spoken; 7) God has spoken to us; and 8) God has spoken to us in His Son.

Write down at least one thing that you thought was interesting in this chapter that
you can’t wait to share.
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Remember, the purpose of this lesson is to observe and take note of the contents of the
chapter. You are not making any interpretations or applications to your life at this time. Your
task at this time is to simply look for the treasures that God has put in each chapter. Have fun
digging into God's Word!

THOU dear Redeemer, dying Lamb,
We love to hear of Thee;

No music’s like Thy charming name,
Nor half so sweet can be.

Oh may we ever hear Thy voice,
In mercy to us speak;
And in our Priest we will rejoice,
Thou great Melchizedek.

Our Jesus shall be still our theme,
While in this world we stay:
We'll sing our Jesus’ lovely name,
When all things else decay.

When we appear in yonder cloud,
With all His favour’d throng,
Then will we sing more sweet, more loud,
And Christ shall be our song.
~John Cennick, 1743

I'C. H. Spurgeon, Our Own Hymn Book: A Collection of Psalms and Hymns for Public,

Social and Private Worship (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1883).
SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES 4
Copyright©2008, 2009, 2013 Lisa Hughes



SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES

Discovering the Jreasyres of the “Word

Hebrews Chapter 7

1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God,
who met Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings and
blessed him,
2 to whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all the spoils, was first of all,
by the translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then also king of
Salem, which is king of peace.
3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of
days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest
perpetually.

4 Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the
patriarch, gave a tenth of the choicest spoils.
5 And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest’s office have
commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their
brethren, although these are descended from Abraham.
6 But the one whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth from
Abraham and blessed the one who had the promises.
7 But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater.
8 In this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case one receives them, of
whom it is witnessed that he lives on.
9 And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes,

10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.
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11 Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the
basis of it the people received the Law), what further need was there for another
priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated
according to the order of Aaron?

12 For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change
of law also.

13 For the one concerning whom these things are spoken belongs to another
tribe, from which no one has officiated at the altar.

14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with
reference to which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests.

15 And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of
Melchizedek,

16 who has become such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but
according to the power of an indestructible life.

17 For it is attested of Him, “You are a priest forever According to the order of
Melchizedek.”

18 For, on the one hand, there is a setting aside of a former commandment
because of its weakness and uselessness

19 (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing
in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

20 And inasmuch as it was not without an oath
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21 (for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through
the One who said to Him, “The Lord has sworn And will not change His mind,
‘You are a priest forever ”);
22 so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
23 The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers
because they were prevented by death from continuing,
24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His
priesthood permanently.
25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;
27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for
His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all
when He offered up Himself.
28 For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the

oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.
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